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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers,

QUESTION.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

As to Appoiniment of Chief Administrative
Qfficer, etc,

Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the Honorary
Minister for Agrienlture:

(1) Was the appeintment of Mr, Hillary
as Chief Administrative Officer to the De-
pariment of Agriculture a Government ap-
pointment or was the appointment made
hy the Public Serviee Commissioner?

(2) Is the appointment of Mr. Hillary
mainly a stop-gap eppointment until he
veaches the retiring age in approximately
fve years' time?

(3) Has the appointee had any agri-
cultural administration experience? Tf not,
what were the special gualifieations that
this appointee had over other possible ap-
pointees?

[COUNCIL]

(4) What are the salaries to be paid—

(a) the Acting Director of Agricul-
ture;

(b) the Chief Administrative Officer?

- (5) Has the appointment of Mr. Hillary
caused any dissatisfaction amongst men of
long serviee or of proved administrative
ability in the department?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

{1) The appointment was approved by
Executive Council on the recommendation
of the Publiec Service Commissioner in ae-
cordance with the provisions of the Public
Service Act,

(2) Mr, Hillary has heen appointed until
his retirement.

{3) No. He was solncted by the Public
Service Commissioner to fill a newly ereated
administrative position for which the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner considered he had
the necessary qualifientions,

(4) (a) and (b}). In accordance with
salary rates to be fixed by the Public Ser-
viee Commissioner,

{5) Yes.

BILL—WHEAT POOL ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

First Reading.

Tntrodueed by the Honorary Minister for
Agriculture and read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER IOR
AGRICULTURE (Houn. G. B. Wood—East)
[4+.38] in moving the second reading said:
I impress upon members that it is extremely
desirable that this Bill should be passed
today, for reasons which I will state as
briefly as I can. There is very litte in
the Bill itself and nothing to worry mem-
bers. 1t is not complicated. Al it sceks
to do is to confer power on the trusices
of the Wheat Pool to run a voluntary oat
pool. The parent Act will therefore he
amended to inelude oats as well as wheat.
The oat farmers of Western Australia, gen-
erally speaking, have asked me to use my
endeavours to establish & voluntary oat
pool, The hest methed by which this can
be done is to solicit the aid of the trustees
of the Wheat Pool to manage the proposed
oat pool. This they have consented to do.
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The pool will be munaged without cost, with
the exception of expenses, in the interests
of farmers who desire to pool their oats and
sell them on the oversea market.

Members will rveeall that last week 1
iabled a notice of motion which fell
through. At that time there was some
difficulty in arranging finance for the oat
pool and I was asked to hold up the legis-
Iation, as it was thought it might not be
required. However, those difficultics have
heen overcome, and it is desirable that an
announcement should be made as soon as
possible to diveet the farmers where to send
their onts. OF course, they have the option
of selling them to the wmerehants, it they
g0 desire, or sending them to the pool. Tn
many of our farming distriets oats have
heen stripped: some kave been stripped for
abont twe weeks or perhaps a little longer
in the northern distriets, where Lhev are

in the field and subjeet to the depre-
dations of crows and other pests.
Owing to this oat pool having been,

mooted, those farmers have not sold their
outs to the merchants, but have heen await-
ing the establishment of 1his pool, so that
they might have the option, as T said, of
sending the oats to the pool or selling them
1o the merchants. The Commonwealth has
agreed to grant export licenses to all who
wish to export cats,

Hon, . K, Watson: Then it is not an

exelusive license to this pool? .
The HONORARY MINTSTE? TOR

AGRICULTURE: No. When the merehants
came to see me T vead them a letter T had
reeeived from the Commonwealth Minister,
My, Pollard, and I ecan assure the House
that there is to be no monopoly of the
exporting of oats. There will be no restric-
tion by the Commonwealth Department in
that regard. The merchants of Perth went
away quite happy after T had told them
whnt was to be done. There was a fear that
the voluniary pool would have u monopoly
al the export license, but Mr. Pollard wonld
not grant it, and I do not fear the eompeti-
tion the merchants may get in this State.
Western Australia is not the only State
produeing oats and I do not think the com-
petition by the merchants of Perth aill
have any effeet npon the T.ondon market.
The whole of the Commonwealth and other
countries also. will be exporting oats,
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Representations were made to me for au
export monopoly and I told those concerned
that they need have no fear of competition
from anybody else, but in spite of that,
My, Pollard would not grant a monopoly.
An important point is that the manager of
the pool to be has already postponed some
important contracts. I helieve he has put
off finalising & contract for 4s. 9d. per
hushel for caie—whieh todav is a high priee
—auntil this legislation is passed and they
know where they are. Until then, contraets
sich as that cannot be finalised. I1f mem-
bers desive further information I will be
happy to supply it. I hope the Bill is passed
through this House this afternoon. With
the onts still in the fields and the possi-
hility of the oversen markei falling, it is
urgently necessary for the measure to be
passed as soon as possible. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. H, K. Watson, de-
hate adjourned till o later siage of the sif-
ting,

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING.

1, Constitution Aets Amendment
2.
2, ¥eeding Stuffs Aet Amendment (No,
2). (Hon. C. H. Simpson in charge.)
3, State Transport
Amendment.
Received from the Assembly.

{No.

Co-ordination Act

BILL—MINING ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debhate resumed from the 25th Novem-
her. '

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [447]: This
Bill, though small, is very important as it
is the commencement of a move towards de-
veloping the conlmining industry of West-
ern Australin along the proper lines. Ifor
that reason, nll members must wish it every
suceess. The development of the coal indus-
try at Collie and in other parts of the
State shonld receive the closest co-opera-
tion of the Government, the ecoalmine
owners, the eoalminers and the publie. It
must be mentioned at this stage that the
mineowners of Collie have caused a lot of
discontent in past years by their hap-
hazard methods and the faet that their
plans huve been badly drawn and were exe-
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cuted in even worse fashion. Those who have
visited Collie over the years wust, if they
have also been to Yallourn in Victoria, have
come away with » feeling of depression.

I hope the passage of this Bill will open
a new era of progress for the people of
Collie, which conld be made into a heauti-
ful township. The amenities for the people
of Collie and the coalminers in particular
could be vastly improved. The machinery
eontained in the Bill lends it=elf to develop-
ment in that direetion. I think nearly all
members of this Chamber have visited the
mines at Yallourn, which belong te the
people of Vietoria. After seeing the amenities
provided for the miners and the people of
the town generally, as well as the housing,
whicth is owned by the trust and is an
example to other mining companies and local
authorities throughout the Commonwealth,
it must be admitted that Yallourn is a very
progressive coalmining centre that hus been
remarkably free from industrial troubles.

The Bill is divided into three parts, and
if our industries gre to be expanded, an in-
creased tonnage of coal must {low from the
Collie coalfield. This is the first occasion
that legislation has been introduced in this
Chamber to separate the coalmining indus-
try from the general provisions of the Min-
ing Act. Previously that measure, which
embraces all minerails, has been dominated
by the goldmining industry. This action on
the part of the Government, in view of the
inereased production of coal and its im-
portance in the economy of the State, is
fully justified and thus the coalmining in-
dustry will be governed, in effect, by an Act
of its own. The measure is separated into
three paris, the first dealing with our eonl
resources, the second with the industrial
side and the improvements to be effected
in the mines, and the third with the distri-
hutien of the coal when produced. Tt pro-
vides means by which we may proteet and
ensure the development of our mining re-
sourees,

There has been a tremendous amount of
criticism respeeting the haphazard methods
adopied by the mineowners in the past.
Under the Bill, the appointment of a chief
roalmining engineer is envisaged, and that
alone should he of tremendous assistance
to the industry. Tt also sets ont that there
ghall be a coal advisorv board, the chair-
man of which will be the chief coalmining
engineer, and on which there shall be a re-

{COUNCIL.]

presentative of the mineowners and an-
other representing the pnions of employces
engaged in the industry. I notice that in
another place the Minister made a promise
that he would consider inserting an amend-
wment when the Bill was under consideration
in this House, whereby the union repre-
sentutive should be elected by a ballot of
the toen eoncerned. I trust that that mat-
ter will be dealt with because it would be
of advantage both respecting the board and
the advisory committee that is to be set up.

The proposal to establish the board is a
new idea and is certainly a good one. The
hoard will advise the Minister with regard
to the development and working of our
eoal resources and will also coneern itself
with safety factors for the protection of
the men engaged in the industry, In view
of the adverse eriticism by the public and
the miners in the past, the provision in the
Bill should prove a distinet step forward.
It eertainly meets with the approval of the
cuiployees and the unions concerned, as I
understand their attitude. If the Minis-
ter will agree that the workers’ representa-
live shall be appointed either by a ballot
of the workers themselves or from a panel
suggested by the unions—I  think the
former method would be the hetter—it witl
he satistuctory to all coneerned.  The
establishment of sueh a board will instil
confidence in the people with regard to our
conlminivg industry in respeet of which
there are problems to be dealt with and
new methods to be considered by lhe ex-
perts.

The appointwent of a chief coalmining
engineer should represent a tremendous
step forward in the development of the in:
dustry and will be to the advanfage of
both the mincowners and the workers. The
next part of the Bill deals with the Coal
Refercnce . Board whieh has funetioned in
the past under the Commonwealth Natiounal
Security Regulations. I undevstand that
those regulations will cease to have effest
very soon, and the Bill contains various
provisiona respecting the appointment of
tlte new board, The Government has acted
wisely in this respeet becanse the Coal
Tribunal! under Mr. Gallacher has dene a
remarkably zood job. Tt has not been enn-
fronted with difficnlties in Western Aus-
tralia such as it has had to deal with in
the Eastern States.
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On every possible oceasion, we should ex-
press eonfidence in, and thanks to, the men
at Collie for the manner in which they have
carried out their work during the past dif-
Heult years. The board will be available
to settle any diffienlties that may crop up
between the men and employers, and that
should obviate trouble in the industry. The
State should not be threatened with a pos-
sible shortage of coal supplies and the ap-
pointment of a chief coalmining engineer,
which T regard as one of the most impor-
tant phases of the Bill, should certainly
lead to inereased produmction in the future.

We cannot afford not to recognise the
importance of coal in the State’s economy.
From figures given in another place,
I understand that the expected ontput this
year will he over 800,000 tons. Mr. Mann
knows more about the industry than I do,

hut T think that is more than three times -

the production in 1939. The new coal refer-
ence beard, which will take the place of
the Coal Tribunal, will have important
functions to carry out.

Hon. W. J. Mann: There would still bhe
the Coal Tribunal as well.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : The hoard will oper-
ate when the present Commonwealth regu-
lations cease ko apply. The third part of the
Bill deals with the appointment of the coal
committee. The new body will comprise
firve memhers, ene to be the chairman, two
to he representatives of the employers and
two others to represent the employees. The
Bill contains no indication as to how the
employees’ representatives shall be selected.
I think it would be preferable if they were
elected by a ballot of the men congerned
in this most important industry. The board
will funeiion in eonjunetion with the State
Arbitration Court and the Bill makes provi-
sion for appeals from the decisions of the
board to the court.

The last provision in the Bill deals with
the coal committee, which will also fune-
tion when the present Commonwealth eoal
distribution organisation ceases to operate.
This eommittee will also play an important
part in co-ovdinating and planning for the
equitable distribution of eoal. T hope it
will seeure beiter results than those ob-
tained under the Commonwealth regime.
Many complaints have been voieced about
the quality of coal supplied, and much re-
mains to be done at Collie respecting the
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selection of coal of various qualities. The
coal committee will be an integral part of
the organisation, and I trust it will be sue-
cessful when taken over by the State.

Hon. G. Bennetts: It might be the means
of the trains running more regularly.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Yes. The loeal
organisation might do far better than has
been done previously, although one must
recognise the diffieulties that faced the in-
dustry during the war period. I look upon
the measure as being only the beginning of
an era of progressive development in the
coalmining industry in Western Australia.
I hope as the months go by both the coal-
miners and the emplayers will be able to
work in close co-operation in order te pro-
vide additional amenittes and develop the
town of Collie so that it will he a souree
of pride to every citizen of Western Aus-
tralia, T have mueh pleasure in supporting
the second reading.

HON. C. F, BAXTER (East} [5.2]: This
is one of the most important Bills we have
had this session. It deals with a position
that will mean suceess or failure to a large
majority of our industries and services. Any
shortage in the supply of conl will seri-
ously affect those indnstries and ger-
vices. Unfortunately there is a lag at
the present time that we =shall feel in
u few weeks. One can well understand
the sincerity of purpose on the part
of the Government in bringing down this
Bill, but one wonders whether the Govern-
ment has had the necessary time fo arrive
at proper conclusions in respeet of this mat-
ter, Personally, I do not think it has. The
Bill may or may not be instrumental in
producing the gquantity of coal so urgently
needed. Mr, Gray meuntioned haphazard
methods. The position of coalmines through-
out the world has been very bad. Every
country has experienced industrial troubles,
and they seem to apply to coalmining more
than anything else. We have had our fair
share in Aunstralia, but not so moch in West-
ern Australia,

The coalminers have been a very patient
set of workers. The most important aspect
of cealmining, to my mind, is the health and
safety of the worker. The second most im-
portant is production, and the third the
me~hanisation of the industry to increase
production and relieve the drudgery of the
miners. We have only to turn our minds
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back a few years to recall that coalmining
was much harder work than even gold-
mining. We cannot say at this stage that
we are up to date in our coalmining methods
because we are not. We are a long way
bekind. We are not going to gain in that
direction until we have at the head experi-
enced and qualified men to control the in-
dustry. When we Jook around, we find we
have not the necessary qualified men even
to 6l the positions on the three boards pro-
posed in the measure,

Hon, E. H. Gray: We are not that bard
up, surely,

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: I understood that
this Government did not agree with boards,
but boards upon boards are being brought
into being. T just wonder whether ihey will
be as successful as the Government thinks.
Let us review the coalmining industry in
the Eastern States. Early in the war, the
Commonwealth Geovernment appointed a
Coal Commission which consisted of threc
members. The chairman was Mr, Justice
Davidson and the other members were repre-
sentatives of the employees and the em-
ployers, This Coal Commission was of short
duration, and was succeeded by the appoint-
ment of a Coal Commissioner, Mr. Mighell,
under the Coal Production (Wartime) Aect.
This single commissioner continued to per-
form the duties required of him for the
whole of the coalmining industry through-
out Australia, and a single commissioner is
still in existence for all States other than
New South Wales where a Joint Coal Board
was ereated under the provisions of the Coal
Industry Aet. The Joint Coal Board con-
sists of three members, two of whom are
mining engineers and the third, the finance
member of the hoard, who was previously
employed at the Treasury Department of
New South Wales, That iz different from
the board proposed here, and that was
brought about after experience of the type
of hoard sugzested in the Bill.

It is signifieant that afier a {ria! of the

system of an independent chairman and re--

presentatives of employer and employee in-
terests, which was in operation at the com-
mencement of coal control, all other antho-
rities that have been created for this pur-
pose have avoided this unsatisfactory set-up.
Yet in this State we are to follow on the
lines that have failed in the Eastern States.
Do not let it he said that the hoards in the
Eastern States dealt successfully with indus-

[COUNCIL.]

trial matters, becanse failure in industrial
confrol of the ¢oal mines in the East has
been shocking, We have here Amalgamated
Collieries, and much has been said against
them—I have said things against them my.
self—but they have extended in the right
direction. For some considerable time Amal-
gamated Collieries of W.A, Limited have
been endeavouring to secure the services of
a competent mining engineer capable of lay-
ing out and installing the machinery for an
up-to-date and fully mechanised mine, and
they have only recently been successfu] in
obtaining the services of a Mr. Rowe.

The matter of appointing a competent
mining enginecr was so important that
T went to the trouble of finding out
what Mr. Rowe’s qualifications were. Ti
is not possible to get good imining en-
gineers in the Eastern States. At the
present time two big positions for min-
ing engineers are being advertised in the
Sydney papers, Mr. Rowe, in the first place,
wag tanght the electrical and mechanical
engineering trade-—a good basis—and then
entered the coalmining industry where he
has been actively engaged during the past
26 years. He commenced as & labourer on
the hottom rung of the ladder, as it were,
and haz worked through the varicus phases
of the industry to his present position, A
large percentage of the most important and
sneeessful men eommeneed on that basis.
He has been employed at three of the
larger New South Wales collieries, and has
been in the position of manager for the past
13 years. Iis Iast managerial position was
at the Aberdare Extended Colliery and the
Caldare Open Cnt mine, their combined
daily output being in excess of 2,000 tons.
While in this position he managed the dis-
tribution and maintenanee of clectric light
and power supply to Cessnock, its rural
areas and the majority of large mines in
the distriet; he'also managed a bulk store
handling large reserves of spares and equip-
ment for three major coalmines, and super-
vised the Government’s hydraulie stowage
experiment.

I want to impress upon members how
necessary it is to get an engineer with these
qualifications in connection with coalmin-
ing. There is quite a difference between
coalmining and goldmining. He has had
experience in the complete modernisation
of eollicry plant, the installation and main-
tenance of modern trackless mining ma-
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chinery, coal cleaning and preparation,
handling mine fires, extensive industrial ex-
perience, and holds the following mining
certificates:—Ist Class Colliery Manager;
Mine Surveyor; Mine Rescue Brigade; Class
A Ambulanee Instructor; Boiler Inspector’s
License. Mr. Rowe was occupying, from a
manager’s point of view, what was eonsid-
ered one of the best managerial positions
on that field, where it is obvious he was
well established. He decided to accept the
position with Amalgamated Collieries for
two reasons—one was fhe opportunity to
lay out and carry through a mechanised
programme from the coal face to the sur-
face wagon, the most interesting work in
coalmining; the other, that he was to have
a free hand without interference in the de-
velopment of his plans.

There is no doubt about Mr. Howe's
qualifications, and if his ideas are carried
into effect, they will mean that our coal-
mines will be in advance of those in the
Eastern States in respect of mechanisation
and the safety of the men. TIf we are
goinz to establish boards of fractical lay-
men, which will be over him, how is hae
going to get along in his work? For 50
years there has been no advisory bedy on
this field, but immediately this mining com-
pany commences to modernise some of its
collieries and engages the best man it can
obtain for the work—one who was highly
recommended by the Joint Coal Board and
one whom the Joint Coal Board had itself
unsuceessfully tried to engage on its own
staff—it is proposed to ereate this board.

Hon, E. H. Gray: He will not be
hampered by the hoard,

Hoen. C. F. BAXTER: He will be subject
to it. Dealing with the question of
safety, what is wrong with the present
Conl Mines Regulation Act assented te on
the 24th January, 1947, or the policing of
this Aet by the Minister for Mines and his
department? If there is nothing wrong with
it or ils policing, and I have heard no com-
plaints, then why establish another advisory
board? In New South Wales there have heen
a number of boards in the mining industry,
and their history has been a sorry one. It
has been found that industrial disputes in-
crease with the number of boards. If one
party dislikes the first board’s decision, then
it refers the question to a higher one, and
so on, I will admit, however, that the Coal
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Distribution Committee is a very good
board, and I do not think there is any ob-
jection to it by the coalmining people,

It becomes quite evident that, to get pro-
gress with developmental work, there shoald
be one authority on the spot to decide what
is to be done and to be responsible for snch
decisions. At present, in New South Wales
the managers of two large collieries have
taken ofher positions, thus making two
vacancies. Omne new company is seeking a
manager and two other companies are also
seeking managers. In addition, both the
State Department of Mines and the Joint .
Coal Board are opening and contemplating
the opening of new, large and modern mines,
but men with the necessary qualifications
are not at present available in this country.
Much has been done to improve training
faeilities for prospective mine managers,
but it will be some years before the shortage
begins to ease,

The possibility of bringing managers from
England has not been overlooked, and
several companies have done s0, but the
conditions are totally different and these
men have been a failure, They resigned and
I do not think there were any tears shed
when they did so. They now have two ex-
perts from New Zealand and they fit in
much better, but there is still considerable
trouble in getting good men to act in these
johs. If that is the case, what is going to
be the position in this State?

Until such time as the Mines Department
appoints a chief coalmining engineer, there
are no officials of the Mines Department
whose experience of mechanised mining
compareg with that of Mr. Rowe. The min
ing offieinls at present in the Mines Depart-
ment are Mr, Foxall, the State Mining En.
gineer, whose experience has heen obtained
in metalliferons mines, and who admitted
hefore the board of inquiry that he had little
or no experience in enalmining. Mr, Byis-
bane is the Assistant Mining Engineer, and
his experience also has been gained in metal-
liferous mines. Mr, Gillespie, the senior eoal
mines inspector, has had lengthy experience

.in coalmining but he has had little experi-

ence in modern mechanised methods, and
that is a considerable drawback. He was
criticised by the Davidson board of inquiry
on eoalmining and by Mr. A. Donne, # eoal-
mining engineer of high standing, who was
appointed by the Wise Government to in-



2802

quire into the coalmining industry in this
State. Mr. Donne js at present superintend-
ent of J. and A. Brown and Ahermain Sea-
ham Collieries.

I eonsider that the Coal Distribution Com-
mittee has done good work and will eon
tinue to do so, This committee was appoint-
ed by the Conl Commissioner uader powers
conferred upon him by the Conl Production
(War Time) At and consisted of Mr, R.
Wilson, formerly State Mining Engineer,
Mr, F. Edmondson, of the State Electricity
Commission, Mr, P. C. Raynor, Secretary
for Railways, and Mr. C. Porter, manager
of the Melbourne Steamship Co. The coal
companies have informed the Government
that as long as coal production is in short
supply they are prepared to make supplies
available, at the diseretion of a committee
appointed by the Government for that pur-
pose, irrespeetive of whether the provisions
of the Coal Prodoction (War Time} Act
yemain in operation or noet. R

Before the Bill was introduced so late in
the session, more inquiries should have heen
made. It is an important industry and
the Bill requires further consideration he-
fore it is placed on the statute hook. T know
the Bill refers to boards, but that is the
troublee.  Where are we to get the
qualified men! We in Western Australia
want our mines brought up to the peak of
produetion, and require mechapisation to
lighten the work for the men and to supply
safety deviees to protect them from acei-
dents as well as to speed up production.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Which will bring down
the cost,

Hon. C. P. BAXTER: It will make it
hetter for the men if the mines are mechan-
isedd, but I do not see how suecess will be
achijeved by the Bill. Tt will really be an
amateur board as far as eoalmining is con-
cerned, hecause a metalliferous mining engi-
neer is not a conlmining engineer and knows
nothing ahout that' side of mining. Mr.
Rowe was sent hy Amalgamated Collieries
io England and America to go through their
coalmines and study the position in those
countries, He should he able to bring the
(lollie field up to date and ahead of any field
in Australia, and probably a lot of other
countries, This man koows his joh and it
is a wonderful opportunity to get onur mines
brought np to date. We already have the
Acts, and the department— :

[COUNCIL.]

The Chief Secertary: What do you think
the Bill ig for?

Hon. C. F., BAXTER: 1t is appointing
more hoards; that is what it is for.

The Chief Seeretary: For what purpose?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It will not achieve
what it is intended to achieve, because there
are no men to be appointed to the hoard
who have any knowledge of the industry.

The Chief Secretary: Who said se? You
are the only one,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I have read the
qualifications in the Bill,

The Chief Seeretarv: You have read
what has been written ont for yon.

Hon. . F. BAXTER: I have read the
qualifications as given in the Bill. The Chief
Becretary does not seem to understand the

industry.  We have not one eoalmining
engineer in fhe service; anyhody knows
that,

The Chief Secretary: Who, escept your
informant, suggested that any of them are
oing to be appointed to this job?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Then where is
the Chief Seeretary going to get them?
We want men who are efficient and
have knowledge of coalmining, They must
have some freedom of action and not be
tied up by boards, especially hoards com-
posed of laymen.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The chairman will not
be a layman.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: He will not he
a qualified man because the Eastern States
can pay much more than we can and yet
they cannof get the men they want, I in-
tend to wait until the debate has progressed
before I make up my mind,

On motion hy Hon, W. J. Mann, dehate
adjourned.

BILL—GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message,

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifyving that it had agreed to amend-
ments Nos. 3, 4, 5, 10 and 11 made by the
Couneil, and had disagreed to Nos. 1, 2, 6,
7, 8 and 9. ’
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In Committee,

Hon, J. A, Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Chief’ Seerctary in charge of the Bill

No. 1. Clause 5—Delete paragraph (a).

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly’s
reason for disagreeing is—

In the past there has not been that co-

operation between the management of the rail-
waya and—

(a) The industrial unions connected with
the railways, and
{b) the varions users of the syatem.

Thig fact was commented upon by the Royal
Commission, and it is to overcome this, and to
bring both interests into closer contaet with
the management, that this provision has been
made in the Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted oa.

The Assembly's veasons are those [ tried
to explain when the Bill was before the
Committee previonsly. I cannot see any
better means of dealing with ecom-
plaints about the railways than to set up
a board which will immediately inguire into,
and on the spot with one of the commis-
sioners, any suggestions that have been
made to rectify the {rouble, The fact that
there is an employees' representative on the
hoard will nlso help eonsiderably. No matter
can bhe properly and satisfactorily finalised
until all angles are disenssed. What is better
than to have the chairman and the vepre-
sentatives of those who aetually work the
railways evolve a satisfactory scheme for
overcoming any difficultiey that may arise?
This is an excellent clause,

Hon, C. H. SIMPSON: We previously
discussed this question thoroughly and the
Committee by a big majority, decided that
the board was not nedessary. This is a
bhoard of laymen and it eould only have
the effect of coming between the Minister
and the commissioner who are the two key-
men in the set-up. The Minister has been
given full power under the Biil and he can,
from time to time, appoint any expert ad-
viser he likes to assist him. The advisory
board would not only be of no assistance
to him but in course of time would become
a nuisance, This particular feature that we
recommended should be insisted on.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I suggest
that Mr. Simpson has rather misander-
stood the intention of this board. He said
it would be a nuisance. On the contrary,
it is being ecreated to avoid nuisance. Let
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it absorb the nuisance instead of it going
to the commissioners, who will attend to the
proper running of the railways. Laymen
have purposely been appointed to the board.
It is not intended that the board should run
the railways or in any way interfere with
the commissioners. Its purpose will be to
give advice to the Minister after a matter
is thrashed out with, say, one of the com-
migsioners. The board will assist the com-
missioners, not havass them. I think it will
be agreed that the management of the rail-
ways is considerably worried by members
of Parliament approaching it from time to
time with little complaints from their con-
stituents. If the hoard were appointed,
members could thoroughly thrash out their
complaints with it, It would be able to see
what was going on and bring any matters
that it considered necessary before the Min-
ister, who would then he able to inquire as
to the rcason for this and that. We hope
to run the railways to the far greater satis-
facticp of the public who use them and with
as little friction as possible.

Hon. G. FRASER: I hope the Commit-~
tee will insist on this amendment. The Min-
ister said that when members have any
matters to inquire into on behalf of their
constituents, they would be able to thrash
them out with the hoard. I do not want to
do that. If 1 bave anything to thrash out
I want to do it with the Minister.

The Chief Secretary: You can still go fo
him,

The Honorary Minister for Agrienlture:
You can always go to a Minister.

Hon. (. FRASER: I am only taking up
what the Minister has said. He said that
members could go to the hoard, If I have a
matter serious enough to refer to the Min-
ister, I want to see the Minister myself. 1
do not want to go to the board and then
discuss the matter with the Minister second-
hand. T ean see no value in the board, I
agree with Mr. Simpson that it will be more
of a nuisance than anything else.

Hon, H. TUCKEY: I cannot see any
need for this board at all. Members agreed
to the appointment of three commissioners.
Then, of course, there is the whole set-up
of departmental advisers: My view is that
we should seek to obtain some railway
engines and provide rollingstock. We do not
want to appoint boards which will not make
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a scrap of difference to the railways. Let
ns get t‘he wherewithal and provide the rail-
ways with material to do the work.

Hon, H. HEARN : I trust the Committee
will insist on the smendment. This Gov-
ernment will go down to posterity as the
“board Government.” T cannot sce how
representatives of the men working on the
job can be of any material assistance to a
commissioner and two assistants who will
doubtlezs be the best possible men for the
job. T thiek it would be a very unbusiness-
like arrangement.

Hon, E. M. DAVIES: Unlike some mem-
hers, I do not think the board will have a
nuisance value at all. The various sections
of the community who use the railways
should have an opportunity of advising the
Minister, through a board, of the disabili-
ties under which they consider they are suf-
fering. The representatives of eommereial
interests, of primary producers’ interests,
and of those who actnally do the wofk of
the railways wounld be of great assistanee
beeanse thev know, from a practical peint
of view, that certuin disabilities exist and
they may be nble to advise the Minister
how these difficulties can be overcome.

Hon. G. Fraser: They can do it now,

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I do not know
whether they ean. It is a matter of opinion.
I think the appointment of the board is n
step in the right direction.

Hon. T.. A. LOGANXN: I take it that this
board will be a linison board between the
weneral public who use the railways and the
management, The management would not
be able to do its job if they bad to sit in
offices and have long interviews with eom-
plainants, The railway experts know their
own jobs, but there are a lot of departments
ubout which they know nethifig.

Hon. H. Hearn: They should not be in
the job.

Hon. L. A, LOGAN: Becaunse a man ix
an expert on furniture he may not be an
expert on boiler-making. This board will
enable commercial interests to go to the
Minister with snggestions. Today members
go to the Minister with snggestions and he
just wipes them aside. It is just a possi-
bility that sound arguments may be put up
to the Minister through that board and we
might get somewhere. At least we ean fry.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, C. H. SIMPSON: I have listened
to some of the arguments put by those who
think we should have a board. We went
over all this ad nauseam when we debated
the Bill previously. The DMinister has
been given power to appoint a special com-
mittee or any number of special technicians
to deal with any probiem that may arise at
any time. After 12 months the Minister
may consider that the board was not what
he wanted at all, but he eould do nothing
about it. The only means he would have
of removing it would be by an Aet of
Parliament. This board can of its own
volition decide to investigate any matter,
which might mean travelling anywhere
throughout the State and it could, and prob-
ably would over the years, constitute itself
a full-time board requiring full-time salaries.
If a maitter arose in which there was a
difference of opinion between the commis-
sioner and the advisory hoard, the Minister
might find it very difficult to decide as be-
tween omne or the other. For that reason and
because it is important that the Minister
and the commissioner should he close to-
gether, T ask the Committee to imsist upon
this amendment.

Hon. (. BENNETTS: An advisory board
could he of assistance or it could be a
nunisance. Seeing that the Minister will
have full control and will he able to con-
sult with the eommissioners, provided the
right men are selected for those positions,
there shonld be no need for an advisory
hoard.

Question put and negatived; the Coun-
¢il’s amendment insisted on.

No. 2. Clause 10—Delete whole of pro-
posed new Section 7, contained on pages
4 to 8. The consequential amendments
necessitated by this amendment have been
made to Clause 4.

The CHATIRMAN: The same reasons ars
miven for disagrecing to this amendment:

Actunally, it is eonsequential on amendment

No. 1.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON : This is consequen-
tial on amendment No. 1 and should he
insisted an.

Question put and negatived; the Coun-
eil’s amendment insisted om.
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No. 6, Clanse 10, new Seetion 9, page 12
—Dvlete the words ‘‘of the board or™ in
line 35.

No. 7. Clanse 11, page 13—Delete the
words ‘‘the board or’' in line 3.

No. & Clause 12, page 13—Delete the
words *“the hoard or’’ in line 20.

No. 9. Clause 13, page 15—Delete para-
graph (b), contained in limes 11 to 32. Thg
eonserqeential amendment necessitated by
this amendment has been made to Clause 4,

Motions by the Chief Seeretary that the
foregoing amendments be not insisted on
were negatived and the Couneil’s amend-
ments insisted on. .

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILL—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
GOVERNMENT TRAMWAYS
AND FERRIES.
Assembly’s Message.

Messare from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Couneil’s amendments.

BILL—LAND TAX.
Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the vesumption
from the 25th November of the debate on
the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bitl passed throngh Committee without
dcbate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and pussed.

BILL—COUNTRY TOWNS SEWERAGE.
Second Reading.,

Debate resamed from the 25th November.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [5.538]: 1
support the second reading, but I have
some comments to offer because I believe
the measure will impose a hardship on
some country distriets. T am a member
of the Kalgoorlie Municipal Couneil and a
member of the committee dealing with the
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health and sewerage of the town. Experi-
ence of the work of Lhose hodies and also
of tbe special measures adopted to prevent
the spread of infantile paralysis would con-
vince anybedy that a sewerage system ix
necessary for the health of the community.
However, we have to consider the situation
of onthack places and whether the State
can provide sufficient water for sewerage
systems., AL the present time I do not
think it can.

During the summer months we on the
(ioldfields have to submit to water restrie-
tions. When applications for water have
heen made by market gardeners to enable
them {o grow a few vegetables on the *fields,
they have been told that the supply iz in-
sufficient to permit of anyone embarking
on that class of business. If water cannot
he supplied to one market gardener whose
holding is probably only half-an-aere, 1
eannot see how it can be made available
for sewering the rest of Kalgoorlie and also
Boulder. One half of Kalzoorlie has been
sewered, and we want to extend the system
to the other half.  Several applications
have been made to the Government to this
end, but we have been unsuceessful.

Some figures were mentioned by Mr.
Cunningham the other evening with
reference to the number of gallons
of water required by the sewerage
system installed at the Boulder Central
School. ¥ have checked up on the
figures he gave and find them largely cor-
rect, It was stated that 20,000 gallons of
water would be required every week, but
that was not correct; the figures given by
AMr. Cunningham were far more accurate.
The Bil] is a dictatorial measure. Clause 21
lays down that a loeal governing authority
whieh fails to give the notice required shall
be liable to a penalty not exceeding £50.
Tt is also provided that the Government can
compel a loeal governing body to pay the
expense involved in doing certain work, and
I do not think that is guite fair.

My board also takes exception to Clanse
37 where it is provided that the person who
requires the sewerage fo be installed must
pay for it in 24 quarterly instalments. That
would mean considerable bardship to many
people who are renting or paying off their
homes. When ‘the present sewerage system
was installed at Kalgoorlie, it was found that
the eost involved for the average home was
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about £60. When the Bill is in the Com.
mittee stage I will move an amendment to
provide for 40 quarterly instalments, which
would be much more convenient to the aver-
age householder than would 24 quarterly
payments, Whereas the cost per house some
vears ago averaged ahout £60, rises in costs
generally since that time would probably
bring the figure to £80 or £90 at the present
day for an average three or four-roomed
house,

Hon. W. R. Hall: You would be lucky
to get it done for that.

Hon. G. BENNETTS : The area now pro-
posed to be sewered is almost all granite
country where the cost would be a greal
deal higher than it was in the softer ground
where the present scheme is installed, My
hoard feels that the cost will be heavy on t:.he
Goldfields people, most of whom are ordin-
ary working men, Clause 56 provides for
local authorities to charge the Minister at
the rate of 4d. per folio for a copy of the
rate book, but my board does not think tl_mt
charge sufficient. It would be a eostly job
and we think it should be done by an officer
of the department. The board would be
prepared to allow him access to the rate
book for that purpose.

In Clause 93 there is provision for the
Minister to take the whole of the proecceds
arising from the sale of a property, hand-
ing over whai is left after the payment of
certain costs, charges and expenses, to the
Jocal authority. My board considers that
the proceeds of the sale should be more
equally distributed between the Government
and the loeal governing body—

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
There is an nmendment on the notice paper
which will rectify that.

Hon. G, BENNETTS : Mr, Loton referred
the other might to Clause 112, which gives
anv officer of the Minister power to arrest
without warrant, My board objects to that
provision.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
That applies only where the person con-
cerned refuses to give his name and address.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: We feel that loral
zoverning bodies should receive a eommis-
sion for collecting the rates, as that would
save setting up another office with all the
expense that would be involved. Having
voiced my board’s objections to the meas-
ure, I support the second reading.

[COUNCILL.]

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East) [6.7]:
I would not like members or the people 1
represent to think I am opposed to the pro-
vision of sewerage for country distriets, but
I feel that the measure requires very serious
consideration, It will override lotal auth-
orities, and eontains no provision for appeai
or objection. The Minister is to be given
power to sewer any town, and there is pro-
vigion that the ratepayers must pay a mini-
mum rate of 3s. There is provision also
for an additional charge to eover adminis-
tration. 1 believe that sewerage 13 essential
in country districts wherever the water
supply is sufficient, but on reading the dis-
enssion on the measure in another place, 1
was amazed that a Bill of such importance
was not subjected to reasonable investiga-
tion and eriticisme, I do not think any of
the country road boards or municipalities
had knowledge that Ilegislation of this
character was to be introdcced.

The Honorary Minister for Agricuitare:
Whom would you blame for that?

Hon, A. THOMSON: The (lovernment.

The Honorary Minister for Agrieulture:
I would blame the members of another place
representing country distriets.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: That may or may
not hir so,

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Menbers of this Chamber are not to blame.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That is so. 1 think
a measure of such vital importance should
have received much more comsideration. 1
commend “The West Australian” for its ex-
cellent leader dealing with this Bill. Ap-
parently in the ease of the Alkany scheme
very little ronsideration was given to alter-
native metheds, Some of the Albany coun-
cvillars submitted that the establishment of
a sewage farm should be considered, but, of
eourse, the engineer in charge would not
listen to that. Te thought it was an oh-
solete method that should eonsequently not
be considered, although that has never been
definitely proved. 1In effect, the people of
Albany were told that if they did net ac-
cept the scheme put forward they wonld get
nothing, That is my conclusion from the
Press reports of the discussion that took
place. T am one of those who feel that it is
wrong to discharge sewage on to the sea coast,
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There was an excellent leading article of
Mondny’s irane of “The West Australian.”
It gave the views of those who oppesed
the present scheme for Albany, and men-
tivned the establishment of pine plantations
and the nse of sewage to enrvich the svil,
and =0 on. All those suggestions were swept
aside by the engineers who snid, in effeet,
“Take this or nothing.” While I believe
the Minister who introduced this meusure
in another place is in favour of the estab-
lishment of sewerage schemes for country
areas, T can hardly believe that he had an
opporiunity of studying and considering the
Bill to the extent it deserves, and I feel
that it was the department that prepared
the Bill. The department is more concerned
about giving itself absolute contrel and
pawer to override local authorities in every
direction than it is with any other aspect
of the motter. Right at the conelusion of
the measure, Clanse 120 states—

The Governor may, in his diseretion, by
Order-in-Couneil, suspend the operation within
any area, or any district, of the provisions re-
lating to scwerage of any loeal government
Act,

[Ritting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.]

Hon. A. THOMSOX: Prior to the tea
snspension, I pointed out that sufficient
notice had not been given as to the effect
the Bill would have on country towns or
municipalities. T have endeavoured to make
it quite elear that I am not opposed to the
sewering of couniry towns, but I do think
that the Bill is rather drastic in many re-
speets, o0 mueh so that it seems to have been
prepared not by a Minister svmpathetic to-
wards couniry towns hut by one who would
have only a departmental point of view. T

" would draw attention to several provisions of

the Bill to show that they are extremely
drastie. The Governor may, by Order-in-
Cowuneil, nuthovise the constrnetion of works
Why a menth’s notice should be given by
n local aunthority to the Minister of any
ohjection it may have, T do not know. Clanse
15 reads-—

If, at the cxpiration of one month after
such publieation, the Minister is satisfied—

{a) that the provisions of this Act have
been complied with;

{h) that the revenue estimated {o be de-
rived from the proposed work is sufficient to
justify the undertaking;

(¢) that the works if ecarried out in the

manner designed will be for the public bene-
fit; and
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(d) that the objections, if any, lodged
are not sufficient to require the approval of
the Governor to be withheld from the pro-
posed scheme,

he shall submit the plans, sections and esti-
mates to the Governor for approval; and, if
they are approved, the Governor may forthwith
make an Order empowering the Minister to
undertake the construetion of the works, and
such Order shnll be notified in the ‘‘Govern-
ment Gazette.'

That shows rather a dictatorial attitude. The
Minister is the official head when we are
dealing with bureaucratic eontrol, We have
men in our municipalities and on road boards
who have given a good deal of time and valu.
able service to the State and the districts
in which they live. If there iz genuine
opposition to 6, surely those concerned
should be permitted to lodge it forthwith.

I know what actually took place in Albany.
The engineers in control of the Sewerage De-
partment at present got out a scheme which
was to discharge the effluent to Point King
or some particular spot. Many people whe
have lived there for a number of years con-
sidered this would ultimately prove detri-
mental to what js one of the beauty spots in
Western Australia; that is, Middleton Beach
and othor places in the vieinity. A good
deal of controversy took place and an ex-
public servant took up the cudgels and made
out an excellent ecase in opposition to the
effiuent being discharged at that point. At
first the engineers had made no provision
for the sewage and it was to be disposed of
into the sea undilated. However, in view
of certain objections raised by some of the
councillors, the engineers ultimately did
agree that only the effluent would go into
the ocean. The alternative was suggested
by the people interested,

I feel T would be justified in quoting a
portion of the excellent article dealing with
country sewerage which appeared in “The
West Australian” on the 28th November.
An extract from that ortiele reads—

In Northam and Kalgoorlie the planning
has been better. The sewage is pumped to ir-
rigation farms from which fodder only is
sold. But at such places as Albany, Bunbury,
Busselton and Geraldton engineers and nthers,
looking for economieal disposal, may be under
a strong temptation to repent what has been
done in Perth. It iz to be hoped that the
local authorities and townspeople in these
centres will he watehful, and local opinion
mere vocal than it has been around Perth and
Premantle, against any attempt to dispose of
sewage ‘‘on the cheap’’ with any attendant
risk of beach pollution.
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There was certainly a considerable amount
of voeal objection to the scheme which was
submitted by the Government. The local
anthorities were definitely told that unless
they necepted the scheme they would get no-
thing. The artiele goes on to say—

The Bill places an obligation on the Minis-
ter to see that in sewering a country town
there shall be no fouling of any,natural water,
but some Ministers in the past have taken,
and some in the future may take, a lenient
view of what has always been a moral re-
sponsibility.

It has been suggested—and, subject te the
concurrence of the Forests Department, it is
a good suggestion—that in suitable distriets
sewage should be employed in growing pines.
Six million gallons of nutrient-laden sewage a
day used on the infertile porous sandy country
north (and, to a lesser extent, south) of the
metropolitan area, well away from popular
beaches and human habitation, conjures up a
far more agreenble picture of sewage dispoanl
than the existing methods. The MeLarty
Government has allocated this year £30,000
for pine afforestation, mueh of whieh will be
earried out north of Perth. It is also prepar-
ing to spend millions of pounds om pumping
and gravitating water throughout n large area
of the wheatbelt, We commend to it the idea
of sending metropolitan sewage by pumping
and gravitation 20, 30, even 40 miles farther
away on to poor and remote sandplain gnd
disposing of it there in conjunction with
forestry. TUsed with diseretion this might be
made the answer to most of the problem of
Swan River pollution by including any indus-
trial effluent not injurious to plant life. And
onr o smaller scale the sewage efiluent of our
southern ports might be employed similarly
and very profitably.

I am voicing my ohjection not against
sewernge installations, hut against the over-
whelming powers that the departmental ad-
visers will have—not the Minister—as far
as the local authorities are concerned, It is
realised that in country towns like Katan-
ning, Narrogin and Wagin there is no water
aupply to absorh the sewerage. So the only
alternative is to provide a sewage farm.
Why the department should adopt such a
hostile attitude to such a suggestion I do
not know., The departmental officers would
not even consider it. “Nothing at all,” they
said; “this scheme or nothing.” That is the
sort of thing I am fearful of under this
Bill because the Minister will be all-power-
ful,

T would like to touch on one or two olher
points in the Bill which have been raised
and sent to me by one local authority. In
Clause 21 we find that the Minister i3 again

[COUNCIL.]

all-powerful over the loeal
reads—

(1) Every local authority shall, when re-
quested by the Minister, give particulars of
any levels of any constructed or proposed
street in which it is proposed to lay any pipe,
sewer, or drain.

(2) The loeal authority shall give to the
Minister at lenst forty-eight hours’ notice, in
writing, of its intention to alter tho level of
any street in which any pipe, sewer, or drain,
i8 laid down.

_(3) Thercupon the Minister may lower any
pipe, sewer, or drain, and may raise or lower
the fittings thereof, and the cost of ao doing
shall be a debt due by the lacal authority te
the Minister.

anthority, T

Hon. (. Bennetts: That is onc my hoarit
ts objecting to.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Yes. It may be
necessary that the scheme should follow
the contonr of the country and then the
Minister may decide otherwise. Why should
the local ratepayer have to pay for the
blunders of the department? Not only that,
the clause says—

(4) Any loeal authority failing to give the
notice vequired by this section sghall he liable
to u penalty not cXceeding fifty pounds.

(3) If the levels of any street are not given
by the loeal authority, the contour of the
street shall be geemed the level for the pur-
poses of this section.

Clanses 32, 34 and 35 also contain severe
penalties, Clavse 32 reads—

If auy owner or occupier of land connceted
with a sewer or drain does any of the follow-
ing things for the purpose of discharging
sewage in 2 manner not authorised by this
Act, that is to say—

{a) uses in, places upon or attaches to
the land, or permits to be so used, placed,
or fitted, any fixture, fitting, instrument, or
thing not authorised Ly the Minister; or

(b) alters, misuses, injures, or removes
any fixture or authorised fitting, except for
the purpose of necessary repair,

he shall forfeit and pay to the Minister a sum
not exceeding fifty pounds, and shall, in ad-
dition, be liable to pay to the Minister any
damages sustained by the Minister in respect
of any injury done to his property.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Do vou think that anyone shounld wilfully
smash up property, particularly that kind
of property, and not be suhjeet to a fine?

Hon. A, THOMSON: No, I do not; but
T draw attention to the all-mighty power
that the Minister is taking unto himself.
Qecupiers and others should have more
time than is granted under Cluuse 35
We find, too, that the interest rate is
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toe high. Mr. Bennetts raised a point
which was submitted to him by the Kal-
woorlie municipality. The interest is at the
rate of five per cent. per annum, Of course,
the Government will get the money at 3%
per cent. It has increased the capital value
under the Municipal Corporations Act. The
interest rate was at 4 per cent. on the
capital value but it has now been raised to
61% per cent. I am referring to the rating.

Hon. @, Bennetts: The rating at Kal-
goorlie is 1s. in the £

Hon, A. THOMSONXN: But if the Bill he
agreed to and the Government should take
over, the people there could be ruted up to
Js. in the £ Dealing next with the penal-
ties, T emphasise the fact that throughout
the measure they are heavy. T draw the
Minister’s attention to the exemptions pro-
vided in Clause 47 and, as I see it, all
religions bodies and suchlike are to be pro-
vided with sewerage free. That also applies
to such institutions as public hospitals, bene-
volent gsylums, orphanages, public schools,
museums, and so forth.

Hon. E. H. Gray: But those provisions
are simply taken from the metropolitan Act.

Hon, A, THOMSON: The Minister may
be able to show that I am wrong in my
contentions, but that is how it appeals to
me.  Then again, the Bill will place upon
town elerks and road hoard secvetaries the
duty of providing copies of the rate books
and so forth, That seems to be all right,
but if the Government were to insist upon
that being done aunually, I do not think
anyv special rate books shovld be required.
Then there is the provisien dealing with ap-
peals, under which these atre to be made in
the first instonce to the Minister and from
{he decision of the Minister a further appeal
to the local court, but that court’s decision
is to bhe fnal.  That would place some
nwners of property in a very ditfienlt posi-
tion, and I suggest it should be deleted.

It is also sought to enable separate rates
in be made for cach distriet for the pur-
pose of providing funds to defray the ex-
penses of the general administration of the
Act apportioned to the district and for the
other purposes set ouf in Clause 67. In the
sneceeding elause it is provided that the
sewerage rate shall not exeeed 3s. in the £
on the ratable value of the land in any onc
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yeer. It may be that the two clauses are
to be read in conjunction, but as they stand
they are quite distinct. Possibly the object
is that a small distriet will be asked to bear
only its proportion of the administration
expenses. In view of the fact that there
is no urgent need for the Bill to be passed
this session, I think members should be
nllowed to send copies of it to the local
aunthorities in their provinces to secure from
them unbiassed opinions as to how the
measure will affeet their general administra-
tion,

Under the existing legislation, local auth-
orities have power to provide sewerage sys-
tems in their districts and to impose the
necessary rates. Under this provision it
will mean an all-round increase in expendi-
ture without the local authorities having an
opportunity to diseuss such an important
measure. The construction placed upon my
remorks might be that I am opposed to
country towns being sewered.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
You have given the Governmeni very little
pwise for the proposal.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I cannot give the
Covernment much praise. ] am certainly in
favour of sewerage systems being provided
in eountry towns, but T cannot agree to the
Bill. So for as I am aware, not one country
town has been notified of the contents of
the measure and of the position in which
they will be placed if it is agreed to. 1
sugxest that in the average e¢ountry muni-
cipality or road board area, any sewerage
scheme installed would be administered
much mere cheaply and economically than
if it were in the hands of the Government.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
And they would pay for it?

Hon, A. THOMSON: Of course.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
But would they? The Government will be
paving for this work,

Hon. A, THOMSON: That is not so.

The Honorery Minister for Agriculture:
The Government will he lending the money.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That is the posi-
tion.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture.
And the work would not be done but for
the Government.
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Hon, A. THOMSON : Quite possibly that
is so, but the point is that the smaller muni-
vipalities and road boards would not incur
sueh heavy administrative costs as if the
work were done under the department, The
small additions that have been made to sys-
tems in eountry towns have shown how re-
markably costs have inereased and restric-
tions have been imposed upon the people.
In all earnestness, I suggest to the Minister
that if the Government will not withdraw
the Bill, eonsideration of the measure shountd
be held ever to enable membevs vepresent-
ing rural distriets to cireularise their local
authorities and secure their views. There
are hetween 50 and 60 road boards in the
South-East Province, and it would take
some time to eircularise them, receive their
replies and give due consideration to their
views.

1 notice that the Minister intends to
amend Cianse 93, but his amendment will
only serve to make it a more completely
drag-net provision. Members will note the
unfair sdvantage the Government seeks to
take with respect to the application of money
avising from the sate of Jand for non-
payment of rates. It is incinding the Rural
and Industries Bank. When private banks
tuke over properties, they are responsible for
payment of rates, but when the Agricul-
tural Bank took over properties, there was
a bone of contention with the loeal authority
beecause the rating ceased. On some pro-
perties there was an aceumulation of rates,
and when some were taken over, the new
owners found themselves confronted wilh a
heavy bill for arrears of rates. Not too
many were caught in that way, and pros-
pective purchasers stipulated that there
would be no rates paid, so the Agricultural
Bank wiped them out. The Minister will
probably say that in all legislation the Gov-
ernment takes precedence in such matters;
but I think that the inclusion of the Rural
and Indusiries Bank is going outside that
provision,

I would like to move a few amendments
to the Bill, but it would take some time to
prepare’them. One of my mair objections
to the measure is that it overrides the loeal
authority. I do not know whether I wounld
be able to secure agreement to an amend-
ment that would give local authorities power
to install sewerage systems with money they
themselves could borrow, but T certainly

[COUNCILL.]

think sueh a move wonld be more economical
for the districts concerned.

Hon, E. H. Gray: They might do it more
efliciently,

Hon. A, THOMSON: It all depends.

Hon. G, Bennetts:
cessful,

Hon. A, THOMSON: Northam has been
fairly suceessful, too. The municipality was
fortunate in getting the financial assistanre
which it did. If the local authorities are
agreeable to the CGovernment taking over
this undertaking, then, of cowrse, the rate-
payers will have to pay for it '

Hon. L. Craig: The local
would be asking for this scheme.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
They are rushing the Government for if.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I have quoted a
case that actually happened within the last
12 months. A considerable number of people
strongly ohjected to the discharge of the
efffluent in n certain district, bat they were
overridden, No doubt the majority of the
councillors were scting constitutionally, Lut
they were not game to submit the malter
to a referendum. We should guard against
such an occnrrence, I am not opposing the
second reading; whether I shafl be able to
bring down the amendments I would like 1o,
depends on whether I ean get the necessary
assistance from the Crown Law Department.
I draw the Minister’s attention to the fact
that although the blame inay rest on mem-
bers in another place, not much discussion
took plaee on the measure there, I wish it
every success, although 1 would like to see
it modified in several directions, It mav
be said that T am damming it with faint
praise, ’

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Not too much praise!

Hon. W. J. Mann: Very faint!

Hon, A, THOMSON: That may be, but
I think it is the most dictatorial Bill that T
have read for many years.

The Honorary Minister for Agricualture:
But 75 per cent. of it has been taken from
other Acts,

Hon. A, THOMSON: That is a hardy
annual!

Hon. E. H. Gray: The metropolitan area
has the same scheme ard is mnoi growling.

Kalgoorlic was sue-

authorities
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Hon, A, THOMSON: But the metropoli-
tan area ity different from country towns.
The scheme may be more economical in the
long run, but I fee] justified in having drawn
attention to some of the protests which were
made to me against the Bill by those who
do not like many of its provisions.

On motion by Hon, L. A. Logan, debate
adjourned.

BILL—WHEAT POOL ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from an carlier stage
of the sitting.

HON, A. L. LOTON (Sonth-East) [8.41:
Members may reeall that carly in October
1 asked a question of the Honorary Minis-
ter respecting the formation of a State
oat pool. The Minister replied that he had
not been able to ger support from the
Farmers’ Union and that consecuently it
was not proposed by the Government to in-
troduce legisiztion forming a State oat pool.
Ninee then there has been much bhacking
and filling by various organisations.

On the 14th Octoher the Federal Minis-
ter toy Commerce (3lr., Pollard) announced
that there would be no finance made avail-
able by the Commonwealth (tovernment for
the formation of a eompulsory pool, and
that he was not prepared to give the State
tovernment of Western Australia a sole
cxport license for the State. Since that
time we have not been able f¢ make pre-
press, except that Co-operative Bulk Hand-
ling stated it was prepared fo conduet a
voluntary oat pool, irvespective of Govern-
" ment fimanec, for the marketing of surplus
oats. That is where we stand at present.
Last year high priees were offered by the
Commonwealth Government for oats: »
zuaranteed payment of 4s. per bushe| for
feed oxts, and an extra 3d. per bushel for
millable oats. That induced many {armers
this vear to grow a considerably larger
quantity of oats than they had hitherto
grown.

We now find ourselves, owing to a fav-
ourable season, with a huge quantity of
marketable ozts on hand. This is owing to
two reasons. New South Wales and Vie-
torta have still a large quantity of last
season’s compulsorily-acquired oats on
hand; and this State, by better organisa-
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tion and marketiug and better handling ot
shipping space, has only a small parcel on
hand. 1 quile understand the position inte
which Mr. Pollard was foveed. The East.
ern States were not prepared to permit this
State to export new season’s oats while
they still held a surplus of the old season’s
oats. Unfortunately, pressure from the
HEastern States has been maintained, The
Minister explained, when introducing the
Bill, that hc had been unable to get a sole
export license for the Government, and
therefore any person can obtain an export
permit to export nats.

Unfortunately, the oversea market eol-
lapsed during the past 12 months.  Vaie-
toriun oats sold on the 2ist September for
Js. 1, per bushel {.0.h.; and sinee then the
market has been going down each week.
Last week oats were offering at just over
4s. a bhushel, T.ast season first-elass oats
realised 3s. 6id.; there is another advance
of 1s. 10d. to be paid in a few days, mak-
ing a little over 5s. This year I do not
think nats will realise more than 2s. 6d.
a Dbushel net. Bags cost 225 ‘per dozen
and freight is 4d. per bhushel. Early 1n the
yvear, it was proposed that oats be con-
signed to the metropolitan area in bulk
tracks. That was nol payable, beeanse it
meant a 10-ton hulk truck to load six tons
hulk oats, and farmers had to pay the maxi-
mun railage for the minimam quantity.

The handling at Fremantle is another
problem.  Aetnally, there are no faeilities
there for bnlk handling of oats. [ast year
the Australian Barley Roard did handle m
bulk a large quantity of oats; then they
were handled by machinery into a big hin.
and afterwards they were hand-bagged. All
oats last season were hand-bagged. I think
about 450 to 300 tons were left at Fremantle
a fortnight ago from last season’s oats, Tt
the Bill passes, it will enahle the farmers
to deal with surplus oats. Their desire 1%
to have a cash erop. I mean by that that
they wish to obtain eash for their oats in
order that they may pay for thewr super,
which must be paid for hefore delivery
The dropping of the price may he a bless-
ing in disguise, becanse T amn hopeful that
many farmers who, under normal condi-
tions, sell their oats will hold them as feed
for their stoek. That will give them a he*
ter return than 2s. 6d. per bushel. T have
much pleasure in supporting the Bill.
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HON. C. H. SIMPSON (Central) [8.11]:
I have much pleasure in supporting the
Bill. I think that through Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling the scheme will be well
handled and that the growers will benefit.
The difficulty sometimes in regard to oats
is that when there is a fairly good erop in
what might be expeeted to be norm-
ally a consuming year, the demand is
very light. Then there is n glut and
the price to the consumer naturally drops.
But u Bill such as this, which will caler
for oversea trade, will undoubtedly help to
stabilise prices and provide a market for
the oats which the growers have to sell.

Some few years ago, in a drought period,
I can remember that stations hand-fed their
sheep. I used to buy and sell large quanti-
ties of oats then, I have sold as many as
1,300 bags a month; but T found that there
was o great difference in the samples of oats
that were sent forward. Generally speak-
ing, onts grown down the Great Southern
line, at Lake (irace, and along the Mid-
land line, were of very good quality; but
there were samples grown in some other
parts of the State which were almost rnb-
bish. I have no doubt that Co-operative Bulk
Handling, which is a most competent organ-
isation, will maintain the standord of oats
for export, so that our State’s reputation
for supplying n good article will not be
Jeapardised.  Bearing those considerations
in mind, Mr. President, snd being quite
convineed that the seheme is for the henefit
of the growers and that it wil]l be handled
very well, I have, as I have said, much
pleasure in supporting the Bill.

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Central} {813): T
alsg support the Bill, During the past few
wonths there has been an  agitation by
farmers for some method of handling sur-
plus oats which they themselves eannot hold
on the farm, owing to lack of storage ac-
commedation. The merchants who usually
buy the oats eannot handle the surplus now
on band. T think that is the reason why so
many farmers have been advocating some
kind of a pool. Fortunately, or unfor-
tunately, whichever way one views it, Co-
operative Bulk Handling cannot get =a
monopoly for an export license, I do not
think that is an anomaly, as the merchants
are quite entitled to their share of the busi-
ness, as they have been in the past.

[COUNCIL.]

I am afraid that at present prices there
will not be great quantities of oats export-
ed. I agree with Mr. Loton that that might
be a good thing, hecause northern areas are
not favourably situated this year as regards
the season, With oats at a reasonable price,
it enables farmers to buy and thus retain
their stoek, whiech in ordinary cireum-
stunces, they would have to dispose of.
That has been done in a few cases. Al-
though the unfortunate oat grower is poing
to lose, the stock owner is going to gain
and after all one farmer helps another
farmer, and T do not think they would be-
urudge any man an opportunity of getting
cheap oats, I support the second reading
of the Bill.

THE HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. GG, B. Wood—East
—in reply) [8.16]: 1 do nol intend to delay
the House but I want to reply to one or
two points that have been raised. Mr. Loton
wns a little pessimistie when he spoke about
24, 6d. As u stockman, T would he very
happy to buy oats for 2s. Gd., but I wonld
he sorry for the man who had to sell them
at that figure, beeanse I know he could not
do il at o profit. Quite a large pareel will
he sold tomorrow at Fremantle at 4s. 8L5d.
That is not a very bix priee, but it will help
ta stahilise the price for internal consump
tion. Based on that fizure nobhody zhould
sell his oats under perhaps 3s. 6d, and T

hope nobody will have to do so.

The effect of the Bill is that a large
auantity of oats will be held all the time so
that the Commanwenlth Government will
know definitely where it is and will refuse
to give a permit to export oats until our
stock position is safeguarded. T consider
that desirable. T rememher last year when
sheep were stnrving we were able to draw
on the huge pool of oats at Tremantle at
a price of 4s. 3d. Tf theve was a pool the
Commonwealth Covernment would know
Just where it stood and just how much was
in Western Australia and what to do about
export licenses. I have no objeetion to eom-
petition from merchants bhecause if they
ean go out and offer the farmers 3s. 4d.
and make a profit, then T say good luck to
them. I have nothing against that.

Hon. G. Fraser: If this Bill goes through
tonight, will it be in time?
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The HONORARY JMINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes, I hope it will gu
throngh both Hounses tonight. I know it will
o through this one and I hope it will go
through another place, so ihat the wheat
pool trustees will know just where they
stand as regards making arrangements.

Hon. G. Fraser: The C.B.H, was men-
tioned by the last speaker. How did that
aomoe into it?

The HONOZARY JMINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: There is a sort of link
up.  Probably some C.B.H. installations
were aftfected. I think Mr. Loton said
there were no facilities for bulk-handling
oats, but it is proposed hy the trustees of
the wheat pool to erect some sort of bulk
installation at Fremantle. It is already
there, although there is a re-bagging ar-
rangement, so that oats cun ho re-bagged
yunickly and cheaply. That is what the mer-
chants cannot and will not do. Therefore
T say that the pool shonld he able to give
a hetter return to the farmers. If a specu-
lutor or merchant legitimately buys oats

cheaply, as he has the right to do, then T .

say good luck to him. I have no objection
and T do not think we should take that
vieht away from him, if he can compete
with the pool, which T do not think he can.

Hon. A. T.. Loton: The woolbuyer does
. that, you know.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes, T know a lot of

farmers who were happy to sell their wool
at that time hut that has nothing to do with
the Rill

Question pnt and passed.
Bill read a sccond time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debaie, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Asgsembly.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
THE CHIEF BECRETARY (Hon. H. 8.

W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban [8.20]
in moving the second reading said: This is
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not a large Bill, but it is to deal with im-
portant matters, which I think the Housc
will agree are essential and necessary, It
containg three provisions, one of which is
that the luy members of the court shall be
apypointed for a period of five years, instead
of three as at present, Another provision
is for the appointment of a conciliation
commissioner and the third provision is for
the appointment of an assistant registrar.

The view has been expressed to the Gov-
ernment that the term provided for the lay
members who hold appointment for three
years is too short. I think the Honse will
agree that the lay members of the court
beeome more useful as they gain experience
and therefore after three years they are
more qualified than they were when first
appointed, These members have in the past
occupied their positions for more than three
vears, but they have had to be reappointed
cvery three years and it will be agreed that
it is an advance in the right direction when
five years is substituted. A man is not likely
to give np 4 good position for three years,
but he is more likely to do 50 if he is assured
of a permanent appointment for five years.
At the latter end of the five years he will
be far more experienced and will be of
greafer benefit to the ecommunity, This pro-
vision will not apply to the present mem-
bers although no doubi they will probably
be the ones who will he appointed when
their present ferm expires. Tt is not in-
tended to debar them.

The question of a conciliation commts-
sioner is a matter of great importance and
members will agree thal industrial arbitra-
tion is one of the most important judicial
functions provided in our Constitution. Any
industria] matter which requires a . decision
should be determined with all veason-
able promptitude and in faet it is
essential that industrial disputes—or mat-
ters which should be dealt with before they
bhecome industrial disputes—should be dis-
russed as promptly as possible, in order that
industry will not be delayed. The appoint-
ment of a conciliation eommissioner will
greatly reifeve the work of the court and
ensare greater expedition. Mr, President
Dunphy has notified the Government that
his duties are hecoming too onerous and
he is obliged to spend much time beyond
his normal working hours in carrying out
his duties. This is, of course, imposing a
strain on the President which should not be,
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It is requested that a coneciliation ¢om.
missioner be appointed to assist him. The
Bill provides for the appointment of that
commissioner for a term expiring when the
appointee attaing the age of 65 years, How-
ever, he can be suspended from his duties by
the Governor for misbebaviour or incom-
petence but he eannot be removed from his
office except by the decision of Parliament.
He can be suspended but the matter must
be brought before Parliament to decide the
question. This is similar to the provision
applying to judges and stipendiary magis-
trates. The office shall be deemed to be
vocated under certain cireumstances such as
bankruptey, unsound mind, and so on.

The commissioner’s powers are that he
sholl have authority to deal with any indus-
trial matter or dispute remitied to him by
the eourt and in such matters exercise the
funetions of an industrial board, which as
members may be aware, possesses the autho-
rity under Section 109 of the principal Act,
to make awards in any industrial dispute
remitted to it by the eourt snd to make
recommendations to the court for the pur-
puse of enabling it to make an award; also
te inguire into and report on any matier
at the court’s request.

The other provision is for the appeint-
ment of an assistant registror of indus-
trizl unions. In fact there has been one
for some time but he has not been duly
and legally appointed and the Bill intends
to ask for the authority to make that neces-
sury appointment. The parvent Act pro-
vides that the Registrar of Friendly
Societies shall perform the duties of regis-
trar of industrial unions. This provision is
deleted by the Bill as the Registrar of
Friendly Societies hes not undertaken those
responsibilities for many years. The duties
of registrar of industrial unions are ear-
ried out by a fuli-time officer. The Bill is
shert and concise and has only three prin-
viples in it. If members desire any further
information in the Committee stage, or to
adjourn the matter, 1 would have no oh-
jeetion. However, T would point ocut that
we may have some late sittings in future.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Will the Commis-
sioner have any special qualifications?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : No, no par-
ticular gnalifications. T move—
That the Bill be now rend a sccond time.

[COUNCILL.]

HON. H. HEARN (Metropolitan) [8.23]:
I rise with & good deal of pleasure to support
this Bill.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: You are not support-
ing the Bill!
Hon. G. Fraser: Not gt last!

Hon. H. HEARN: Over a number of
years I have seen the development of the
work performed by the Arbitration Court.
We all remember with a greai deal of grati-
tade the work of the ex-President, Mr.
Walter Dwyer. We already realise the mar-
vellous job done by President Dunphy and
we also look to the future when, during a
rapidly ehanging period we have seen the
evolntion of the Commonwenlth system of
arbitration and coneiliation commissioners. I
think that those on both sides of the politieal
arena wounld agree that the finest thing that
eould happen to onr own State would be
to ensure that Arbitration Court machinery
is kept up to date and efficient.

The Government has done a wonderful
job in introdueing this Bill beeause in the
industrial life of the eommunity and for the
development of this State it is something
we need. A concilintion commissioner, as
suggested, is necessary to keep nbreast of
the times, If we are to have in this favoured
State of ours continned peace in industry,
that can only be achieved by arbitration and
more arhitration. It is difficult for men even
to consider anything in the natnre of a strike
if they realise that any of their difficulties
can be attended to promptly. The purpose
of the Bill is to see that the waiting list of
¢laims, which is unavoidable under present
conditions, will be swept away by getting
down to the job and using men who have a
full knowledge of indusirial conditions.

I am in full a¢cord with the extension of
the three vear period as mentioned hy the
Chief Seeretary. It has been my privilege
to have quite a lot to do with the lay mem-
bers of the Arbitration Court. In regard
{o the present occupants of these two posi-
tions I have come to rvealise the marvellous
srowth of their effieieney and their know-
ledge, 1 therefore eonsider that their ap-
pointment for five years is better than a
three year period. 1 thoroughly support
the Bill and congratulate the Government
on leing awake to the possibilities of the
rapidly changing situation in these modern
times.
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On motion by Hon. Q. Fraser, debate
adjourned,

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) {8.25]
in moving the second reading said; This
Bill deals with an extremely important
matter; that is, the question of tuberculosis.
We will all ggree that it is one of the most
serious diseases in our midst that has to be
combated, Strangely enough, the disease
is one of the most readily ecurable when it
is found in its early stages. Contrary to
the old belief it is not hereditary, but it is
infeetious and ean strike anyone at any age.

The stamping out of T.B. should be the
concern of everyone, 'Tuberculosis is diffi-
cult to control because in its early stages
it gives little or no warning of its presence.
The Commonwealth has decided to initiate
a eampaign which ealls for a great degree
of co-uperation between State and Com-
monwealth Governments for the purpose of
controlling, and, if possible, eradicating
this dread disease, which in Australia is by
far the greatest individual cause of death
amongst men and women in the prime of
adult life, that is, between the ages of 20
and 40 years,

In the year 1946, the latest for whieh
figures are available, tuberculosis was re-
sponsible for 27.6 per cent. of deaths from
all major individual causes among people
aged from 20 to 39 vears. It caused more
than twice as many deaths in this age group
as did cancers and tumours, and exceeded
by more than 50 per cent. the total of deaths
from diseases of the heart and cireunlatory
svstem among people of these ages. There
are between 30,000 and 40,000 known tuber-
culosiz sufferers in Australin, There may
I} many thousands more unsuspeefed cases.
The disease in some forms is highly infec-
tions.

The Commonwealth has baszed its cam-
paign on Commonwealth-State ¢o-operation
and collaboration and it is desired that it
should be worked on a wuniform plan
thronghoyt the Commonwealth, The States
will continue in control and utilise their
existing organisation and facilities, ex-
panding them to provide -adequately for
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growing needs. The Commonwealth pro-
poses in future to bear the whole of the
costs of maintenance expenditure incurred
by the States, if approved by the Common-
wealth, in excess of n sum equal to the net
maintenance expenditure- incurred by them
in diagnosis, treatment and control of tuber-
culosis during the financial year 1947-1948,
ln addition, it is understood, but not con-
firmed, that the Commonwealth will meet
all capital expenditure, The Commonwealth
will also bear the cost by reimbursement to
the State of all new epproved capital ex-
penditure of the State from the 1st July,
1948, for land and buildings, furnishings,
equipment and plant for use in diagnosing,
treatment and eontrol of tuberenlosis,

There is & very real need to educete the
public about the means to combat the
spread of tubereulosis and of the value of
early diagnosis and treatment. It iz neces-
sary to destroy the fear of the disease. 1
wonld like to stress that point. There is
no need for that fear, It is also desirable
te overcome the reluctance of some people
to undergo radiologica] examination. Where
necvessary, proper control should be provided
for such few of those persons who arve
affected by the disease and are in a highly
infoctions state to cnsure that serious
dmmage is not done by them to innocent
persons. The maxinmm protection should
he given throughout the community.

The objeet of the Bill js to enable the
closvst co-operation to be established with
the Commonwealth in implementing the
campaign agoinst tuberculosis, and to take
the necessary conirel to ensure that all
reasonable protection is given to the com-
munity from such irresponsible persons
who do not care whether they spread infec-
tion or not, At present, Wooroloo and the
Tubereulosis Clinic are maintained and ad-
ministered under the provisions of the
Hospitals Aet, The Bill provides for tuber-
culosis to be deait with under the Health
Act so thot the necessary expendifure can
be provided under that Act instead of uader
the Hospitals Aect.

There seems to be very little difference
as to whethey it should be expended under
the Health Act or under .the Hospitals Aect,
but it is provided for under the Health Act
in the other Stafes and it is casier to deal
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with the Commonwealth Health Aect than
the Hospitals Act. The Bill provides—

that the Governor may for the purpose of as-
certaining the incidence of tuberculosis, the
p;e“enhon, treatment and otherwise control
of it—
(a) Establish and maintain a Tuberculosis
Control Branch of the Health Department,
and

(b) Hospitals and sanatoria for the treat-
ment of cases.

This could not be so easily done under the
existing Hospitals Aet, Wooroloo Sana-
torium and all future sanatoria will he ad-
ministered under the sections of the Act.
Proviston is made for proper notification
to the health authorities of any case of
luberculosis. Some of fhe provisions are
already incorporated in Flealth Acts, but it
is thought desirable to conseolidate them in
one part of the Aect.

The Act provides that a person suspected
by an approved medical officer of having
taberculosis may be required fo submit to
examination, if it is thought necessary, If
in the opinion of the Commissioner a person
is suffering from eommunicable tuberculosis
and does not conduct himself so as to pre-
elude infeetion by him of other persons, or
if n person so suffering consumes to excess
Itoxieating liquor and does not voluntarily
subjeet himselt to proper treatment, or if
a patient condnets himself in such a manner
as is detrimental to the eondition of other
patients in the institution or, attempts to
leave the jnstitution, a complaint mayv he
made against him, with the approval of the
Commissionor or an approved medieal offieer.

The eomplaint is to bhe heard and defer-
mined hy a magistrate under the provisions
of the Justices Act. The magistrate may
exclude from the hearing all persons and
prohibit the publication of the proceedings
at his diseretion. If a complaint is estab-
lished to the magistrate’s satisfaction he
shall adjudge the person a declared patient
and order him to enter an institution and to
remain there for such period not exceeding
12 months, Assnming the magistrate does
order him to stay there for 12 months, if
the medical man decides that he should and
there is no furthey danger of his communi-
cating the disease to other people then he
may be released. If confrary to the terms
of an order by a magistrate a declared
paticnt does not ester into en institution, or
having entered an institution does not remain
there while the order is operative, he commits
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an offence and the magistrate may issue a
warrant for the patient to be apprchended
and conveyed to the institution where he
may be kept in eustody during the operation
of the order. +

There is provision for the order to be
extended for a further period it neeessary
or the Commissioner may discharge the
patient if he thinks his condition no longer
vequires him to vemain, ower is ziven
for the (iovernor to make necessary regula-
tions for the purposc of earrving into effect
the provisions of the Aet. The Controller
of Tubereulosis in Western Anstralia has re-
ported to me that there is a small number
of prrsons who eannot, oy will not, conduet
themselves in a way so as not to be a menace
to the community, « He says—

But there remains a small minority whe
ecannot or will not conduct themselves in the
interests of themselves or the rest of the com-
munity. These few, usually numbering about
ten at any onc time, constitute a serious gap in
our defences ngainst the disease, The chronic
alecholie, the wentally subnormal and the wil-
ful anti-social persons are, by their homiecidal
lack of responsibility, a great menace to those
who have to associate with them.

The restrictive provisions of the Bill have
been devised to deal with those few. Al-
though they are only a few, they constitute
a serious mensacee 16 a large number of people,
If the Bill is passed, I feel sure it will mork
the opening of a strong eampaign by the
Commonwealth and States to stamp out
tuberenlosis and relieve a very large amount
of suffering that is now cauvsed hy this
disease. I think membors fully appreciate
the scrionsness of tuberenlosis and the
nrgent need for providing for the treatment
of patients. For smallpox and other diseases,
drastie action has to be taken, including the
segregation of sufferers, I do not think that,
under this measnre, a great many people
will have to be segregated in an unpleasant
way. 1 commend the Bill to the House and
move—

That the Bill be now rerd a second time.

HON. J. @G HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[8.46]: Like many others T have hesitated
to sapport the introduetion of eompulsion
in the treatment of this disease. Members
will vecall that last vear, when a measure
of a somewhat similnr nature was intro-
duced, I objected on the ground that such
powers should not be given to any depart-
meyt. I can assure members, however, that
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this is & very different measure, During the
interval since the introduction of the pre-
vions Bill, I have bad an opportunity of
discussing the subject at great length with
Dr. Henzell, and we virtually drew up what
we considered to be the minimum condi-
tions under which the Act could be properly
administered. 1n many respects, the Bill
may not bear any similarity to the wording
we at first contemplated, but I believe, after
haviug msade a eareful examination, that it
will achieve precisely what I and Dr. Hen-
zell desire.

1 feel that adequate protection is pro-
vided for the person who behaves in a nor-
mal manner. For the person who behaves
in a ecareless manner so as wilfully or even
carelessly to infect others, this Bill is neces-
sary. I consider that that is the true way
in which such powers of compulsion should
he employed. 1 have therefore no hesitation
in snpporting the second reading. In almost
every direction, it lays down what I believe
are safeguards, even to the methods pro-
posed to determine what may be regarded
as reasonable evidence. On the reasonable
evidence as provided for in the Bill, 2 per-
son not suffering from tuberculosis would
run no risk of being placed under restraint.

There are one or two points I should like
to questien in view of the altered wording.
Under the definition clause “approved lab-
oratory” is defined thus—

A laboratory established and maintained
with the approval of the Governor pursuant
fo the provisions of this Part.

I am wondering whether that will eliminate
all possibility of examinations being made
by skilled pathologists not in the employ-
ment of the Government and of their giving
a patient a certificate that he is suffering
from tubereulosis. The definition would
suggest that the only laboratory that may
give a certifieate is the Government labora-
tory. On page 6 of the Bill, further refer-
ence is made to a certificate—

signed or purporting to have been signed by
the director of a laboratory established and
maintained with the approval of the Governor.
So it would appear that only the laboratory
conducted in the Royal Perth Hospital could
give a certifieate to this effect, whereas the
examinations conducted by one of our
pathologisis would afford ample protection.
Wo have in this city two qualified patholo-
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gists who do regularly for the profession
examinations of sputum and other secretions
for the tuberele bacillus. I should like the
Minister {o consider this point and say
whether he is satisfied that in & measure
designed generally to control tuberculosis,
only one laboratory should be empowered
to give such a certificate.

As to the rest of the messure, I feel that
ample safezuards have been provided to deal
with a person who behaves in an improper
wmanner either outside or inside an institu-
tion. It becomes just as pecessary to con-
trol a recaleitrant patient inside an institu-
tion or sanatorium as one outside, and clauses
have been included for this purpose. As
provision has been made for an appeal to
a magistrate, I feel that an individual will
have his redress at law.

There is only one other point I would
query. After all my discussions with Dr.
Hengzell, T should like to be assured that
there is no provision for a person suffering
from communicable tuberculosis to be ap-
prehended for any cause whatever withont
his behaving in sueh a manner as to bring
him within the provisions of the measure.
The proposed new Section 268E provides—

(1) (a) When, in the opinion of the Com-
misgioner or an mpproved medieal officer—

(i} a person is suffering from communie-
able tuberculosis and dees not conduet him-
sclf so as to preclude infection by him of
other persons, whether members of his
family or not, with tuberculosis,

T have always maintained that sueh a per-
son must be suffering from communicable
tubereulosis and mighehaving to the extent
of infecting other people. Subparagraph
(i) reads—

a person i=z suffering from ecommunieable
tubereulosis and, having regard to his condi-

tion, eonsumes to excess intoxicating liquor or
intoxieating or narcotic drugs.

I believe that in subparagraph (it) there
should be included the words that appear
in subparagraph (i), “and does not conduct
himself so as to preclude infection by him
of other persons, whether members of his
family or not, with fubercnlosis.” That is
the whole objeet of the measure—to ensure
that afflicted persong do not infeet other
people. I commend the Bill and hope the
Minister will give the assurances for which
I have asked.
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HON, E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
{8.55]: After n hasty perusal of the Bill,
I consider that it represents a step in the
dire¢tion of attempting to control this
disease, which apparently, during recent
years, hag made such inroads into the gen-
eral health of the community. Most of us
hesitate to approve of any provisions that
savour of vompulsion in the treatment of
sufferers, but on the other hand we have
to ensure the greatest good for the greatest
number,

I bave known of a few cases where some
control should have been exercised over
individuals who had rendered themselves in-
eapable of self-control by excessive indul-
gence in liquor. Qne man had been in and
out of Woorcloo Sanatorium and on each
necasion when le left the institution, he re-
turned to Kalgoorlie and became u chronic
alecholie. He was frequently arrested for
heing drunk. Any layman ean readily ap-
preciate that this state of affairs is not
right and that some measure of control
<hould he exercised over such a person in
the interests of other members of the com-
munity. .

The proposed new Section 268E, which
Dr. Hislop has questioned, scems satisfae-
tory te me, but I shall be pleased to hear
what the Minister has to say about it. I
commend the Government for making what
appears to be a sincere attempt to deal with
the difficult situation that exists, and we
all hope and pray that the efforts of the
medical officers, on whom will devolve the
responsibility of administering the Aet, will
meet with all the success they anticipate.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [8.0]:
The Bill is 2 step in the right direction,
although I do not like the compulsory set-
up. Many people on the Goldfields have
heen compelled to go to institutions, and
they do not like doing that. Some have
been receiving treatment in their own
homes, and many such cases are kept sep-
arate from the rest of the people. They
are well looked after. On one ocecasion,
Mr., Heenan was booked in a cabin on a
train, with a person suffering from T.B, Mr.
Boylen and I happened to know the man,
and we arranged separate accommodation
for Mr. Heenan. There was no special ac-
commodation for the sick man. Provision
should be made for these people to be kept
apart from ordinary passengers. T would

[COUNCIL.]

like the debate adjourned so that we could
look into the provision whereby sufferers
from T.B. are to be sent compulserily to
instifutions.

On mntion by Hon. J. M. A. (‘unning-
ham, dehate adjourned.

BILL—DOG ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. (. B. Wood—REast)
[8.2] in moving the second reading said:
Thrs is a fairly small RBill, and the majority
of the amendments contained in it have been
requested by various local authorities
which have the somewhat troublesome re-
sponsibility of administering the Act. The
first namendment is designed to assist
owners of dogs and loral authorities by de-
fining the words ‘‘wandering at large.”’
These words ocenr in Scetion 19 of the Aect,
which states—

Any dog found wandering at large may be
scized and kept by the police or any auth-
orised officer of a loeal authority.

There has never been any satisfaetory uni-
form interpretation of the words ** wander-
ing at large.”’ Tn faet, attempts have been
made in some rentres to seize dogs which
were in the company of their owners, the
dogs not being under some specific type of
control, such a3 & leash. A dog might be
yunning 50 or 100 yards behind its owner,
and it is yegarded as wandering at large.
To obviate these irritating oecurrences, the
Bill gives a clear interpretation of “‘wan-
dering at large.’’

The Aet provides that any persen failing
to register a dog shall be liable to a fine
not exceeding £2, and not less than 10s.
Members will, no doubt, agree that 10s. is
a low enough minimum. Nevertheless, it
has been found that justices on some oe-
casions have exercised the power of miti-
gation given them under the Justices Aect
and have imposed fines of less than 10s.
So small a fine would not act as a deterrent
and, in faet, might encourage other persons
to evade the law. The Bill, therefore, pro-
poses that the mitigatory provisions of the
Justices Act and the Criminal Code shall
not apply, and that no lower fine than 10s.
shall be imposed. The opportunity is also
taken teo improve the wording of this see-
tion without altering its intent, and also
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to give courts power to direct an offender
to pay the registration fee. The courts at
present do not possess that authority.

In the past, a person could get away with
paying a 3s. fine, and still not register the
dog. In regard to the aunthority given by
the Act to the police or authorised officers
of local aunthorities to seize ovr kecp any
wandering dog, it is a faet that many local
authorities .have no officinl place in which
to put the dogs, as the local authorities have
not power to maintain pounds from their
revenue. Woe must agree that pounds save
essential to the econduet of a well-ordered
munieipality or road beard, and so the Bill
provides that dogs, when seized, may be
plnced in a pound established and main-
tained hy a loeal authority. The provisions
in the Act preserihing the procedure to be
followed in disposing of arvested dogs are
deleted by the Bill, which states, in lien,
that sueh dogs shall be held aud disposed of
in manner prescribed. The manner pre-
serihed will be set ent by regulations to be
made aceording to the wishes of different
local authorities.

I also point out that the Bill proposes to
zive lacal authorities power to make their
own bylaws tn relation to dogs. This pro-
cedure is much superior to laving down
hard and fast rules in the Aet. Some loeal
authorities may want hylaws different from
athers. A loeal anthority in the Kimberleys
would not, perhaps, desire to have the same
bylaw< as would the road board at Pepper-
mint CGirove, At present, the Act gives
owners or oceupiers of enelesed land on
which there are sheep and eattle, power
to destroy, humanely, any stray dogs tres-
passing on their land. That is a wise pro-
viston.

The Bill proposes to extend this auth-
ority to owners of poultry, TIf the sheep
or eatlle-owner is allowed to kill a dog, so
should the poultry-owner, When dogs get
among  sheep, they cause tremendous
damage—perhaps hundreds of poundy’
worth in one night. T have had unbappy
experiences myself with native dogs, not
dingoes, doing damage to sheep. I can
visualise similar damage being done to
poultry. A man who allows his dog to get
among sheep miles from his home, does not
deserve to have a dog.

Hon. G. Bennetts:
residential property?

Does this apply to
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The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes, If the hon, mem-
ber saw a dog that was not licensed amongst
his fowls at Kalgoorlie, he wounld have the
right to get rid of it

Hon. G, Fraser: And if it was licensed?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I suppose he would not
destroy it in that case, Most people, of
course, would look for the owner if the
dog had a dise.

ITon. T.. Craig: It might not necessarvily
have a dise. .

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Quite a large portion of
the Bill deals with the right of the Gover-
nor to make regulations, The Act gives the
Glovernor such power, but the Bill sets out
the different items in detail, These mainly
refer to the establishment and maintenance
of pounds, and to the care and disposal of
dogs placed in pounds, A most important
item is the power to prohibit dogs from
entering eertain places, and from entering
other places unless on a leash. Members
will no doubt agree that there are many
establishments, such as food stores, shops
that sell vegetables, and so on in which, in
the interests of health, dogs should not be
allowed. These places will be specified in
the regulations, We eould not very well
put into the Aet all the places where dogs
should not be allowed, so it will be dore
by regulation. The Bill is quite simple and
we have all had practical experience of
these things, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. E. M, Davies, debate
adjourned. -

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT
{No. 1).

In Committee.

Resumed from the 24th November. Ion.
J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the Honorary
Minister for Agrienlture in charge of the
Bill.

Clause 5—Repral and re-ensctment of
Section 33 (partly considered):

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I promised to get some
further information on this clause, and 1
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have it now from the Lands Depariment,
as follows:—

The purpose of the clause is to—

(a) Clarify and definitely lay down the
various procedures for vesting, leasing or
granting freehold title of lands in reserves to
secure ftheir use for the purpose for which
they are declared, without altering any of
the principles in the existing section, but
which is not as fully explicit as is desirable.

(b} Co-ordinate at the one source—

Power to grant title to lands, in trust.

Power to authorise and control sub-

letting.

Power to authorise and control mort-

gaging.

Bower to free the truste on default.
Under the Public Institutions and Friendly
Societiea’ Lands Improvement Act, 1892,
lands held in trust from the Crown by
hodies of the type specified in the Act may
be mortgaged with the Governor’s consent
and Parlinment has already provided theve-
in for the freeing of the trust.

TUnder the Associations Incorporation
Act, 1895, provision is made for the mort-
gaging by an aasociation of lands held in
trust from the Crown, with the Governor’s
consent, but no specific provision is made in
this Aet for freeing the trust.

It is because of the lack of specific provi-
sion in these cases that morigagees, press as-
rociations who have their mortgages Adealt with
by speciat Bills—not s0 mueh to obtain con-
sent to mortgage, but to obtain prevision for
freeing the land of the trust should default
oceur.

Cages in point at present held up are the
Soldiera’ Memorial Imstitute at Narrogin and
the Goldfields Fresh Air League (Esperance)
and each is waiting to proceed with bhuilding
operationg but the mortgagees are not pre-
pared to advance moneys owing to the lack of
specific provision as to freeing of trusts.

Tlon. L. Craig: That in effect allows them
to mortgage the land for security.

The HONORARY MINISTER TFOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes. The document eon-
tinues—

In practice (other than under Special Arcts)
mortgages are submitted to the Attorney Gen-
eral for his review before sulwmission for the
Governor’s signature. In any ecase, if the
Governor consents, the Crown cannot shut its
eyes as a consenting party, to the risk which
muat be run for ultimate pressure for release
of the trust should default oceur and the con-
sent of the Governor in Council to a transfer
by a mortgagee with a request for freeing
the trust could be expected and hardly refused.

The results, in the end, are the same
whether Parlinment itself handles the matter
or not.

The purpose of the claure is therefore to
cstablish a uniform method of all types of
trust lands and one which faces up to the
aetual faects.

[COUNCIL.)

If Mr. Gray’s suggestion is carried out we
will be back where we were before.

Hon, E. H, GRAY: After listening to
the explanation by the Honorary Minister
for Agrieulture I find it answers all my
queries,

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Apart from my
Parliamentary duties, I am President of the
Eastern Goldfields Fresh Air League. I
made inquiries into the legal implications
of the measure and I bave been in com-
munication with a high oflicial of the Lands
Department who gave me advice identical
with that contained in the explanation
given by the Honorary Minister. I think
Mr. Gray was evidently under the impres-
sion that the Bill intended to take away
from Parliament somethimg that was its
special prerogative. That is not the ease.
Under the Public Institutions and Friendly
Societies Act of 1892 there is power to
mortgage as there is also under the Associa-
tions Incorporations Act of 1895.

The situationg as far as the Fresh Air
Teagune is concerned is largely a legal quibble
which has heen locked up by an eminent
firm of solicitors in Perth, Stone, James &
Company. This Arm. which makes a specialty
of conveyancing, seems to think that al-
though the Associantions Incorporation Act
gives the Governor power to allow the land
to be mortgaged, there is some doubt as
to what becomes of the trust, and in ease
the societv concerned makes default it is
intended to clear up the legal doubt by this
measure, As far as the Fresh Air League
is corcerned, the bank has granted an over-
draft of £5,000 which has already been
nsed. T lhope the Committec will pass the
Bill. ‘

Clause put and passed.

Bill again reported without amendment
nnd the report adopted.

BILL—ELECTRICITY ACT
' AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 25th November.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. 8.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) [9.25]:
This is a Bill to compel landloxds to repair
electrical fittings when they become danger-
ons, no matter what the cost may be. There
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are many provisions to ensure that eleetri-
ca] fittings are in order. There is the Elec-
tricity Act and all insmrance eompanies in-
sist that the electrical fittings be in order
before they will aecept policies, The Bill
purports to throw on to the landlord 2all the
costs of repairs howsoever ineurred.

In these days, when rents are pegged and
landlords are tied down in every possible
way, it does scem unfair that we should
compel them, at a moment’s notice, ¢o put
all the electrieal fittings in order where
they may or may not have heen damaged
through the negligen~c of the tenant. I think
that the present law has acted quite satis-
factorily and that there ean be no danger.
If there is a danger any reasonsble land-
lord, in his own interests, will have the elec-
trieal fittings put in order so that he will
save any loss by fire. TIs the landlord to
provide electricity? A Bill last session made
provision that s landlord must have the
house connected but it rests with the tenant
as to whether he wants eleetrieity. In these
days, with so many electrical appliances such
as irons, stoves, washing machines, wire-
lesses and sp on, most tenants need elertrie-
ity but it is rather hard on the landlerd
that he should have to keep this in order
for him,

Hon. E, H, Gray: That is not mentioned
at all in the Bill. It does not applv.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: X am nof
saying that he has to keep the appliances
in order but he has to keep all the connee-
tions for them in goed condition and they
are abused even in careful households. It
will often be found that the iron attachment
gets ont of order as well as various-other
attachments, ,

Hon. E. H. Groy: He would not have tn
do that,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He would
not have to worry about the attachment to
the iron hut he would Le concerned about
the attachment on the wall.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: The plugs.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think that
is a matter that the tenants ecould look after
and maintain, How is the Electricity Com-
missioh geing to serve a hotice on the land-
lord to reetify a dangerous electrie connee-
tion if the Commission does not know whers
the Iandlord is? It is much easier, if there
is danger in the wiring of premises, for

the Eleetricity Comnission to go along and
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give notice to the tenant that the electrieity
must not be used until the connections have
heen repaired. How can the Commission
serve notice on the landlord? Perhaps he
may be living in the country.

Hon. E. H. Gray: He would have an
agent,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It provides
for an agent where an owner is oversea but
there arc many of them who live up in the
hills and eome down once a week or once
a month to collect the rent, How ean the
Commission give notice to those people if
they cannot be found? If one goes along
to the Titles Office to make a search it is
often found that the owner is in some dis-
tant part and that he has not altered hig
address on the title deeds. It may even be
that he has sold the property and the new
purchaser is not mentioned on the deed.
There may be all sorts of diffieulties. If notice
is served on the tenant and it is something
that the landlord should do, the tenant will
very soon sce that he does if in the same
way as he does with locks and other house-
hold appurtenances. I consider thig is a
bad Bill and creates a rather strange prin-
ciple. ‘

HON. 0. F. BAXTER (East) [9.30]: The
provisions of the Bill are ¢ertainly dangerous.
One would think, hearing all the talk about
landlords, that they are completely bad.
Many of them may have a couple of small
buildings, upan the rents from which they
depend for their livelihood. They do not
get much for their properties in view of all
the costs and restrictions imposed npon them,
The average person who rents a building is
certainly not eareful, and the vesult bas to
be borne by the landlord, who has to shoulder
a lot of expense during the 12 months. If
there is the slightest thing wrong with an
installation, this wilt mean bringing in an
rlectrician and that costs a good deal, be-
eause their charges are very heavy. The Bill
will serve to encourage pecple who are cave
less and destruetive, particularly if they have
a grievance against their Jandlord. The Bill
will provide them with opportunities to
incur additional expense, I could not sup:
port g Bill of this nature, the provisions of
whieh are so unfair,

HON. G. FRABER (West) [9.32]: 1
support the Bill. Tt is astonishing how when
s small Bill of this type is brought forward,
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extraordinary objections ean be raised, All
this measure seeks to do is to safeguard
tenants where the electrieal equipment is
faulty, The Chief Secretary asked how it
would be possible to find the owner. Tenants
are able to find their owners when they have
to pay the rent.

The Chief Secretary: That happens onece
a month. When the equipment js dangerous,
you eannot afford to wait for s month,

Hon, G. FRASER: The Bill provides for
a time in which o serve notices upon land-
lords. Surely the tenant would he able to
give information as to where the owner eould
be found.

The Chief Secretary: He would not know
where the owner lived. He would only know
that the owner ealled upon him,

Hon. G. FRASER: I do not suppose that
more than one in a thousand would not know
where the owner of the property lived. I
ean see nothing dangerons in the Bill at all.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: Many tenants know
only the agent and not the owner.

Hon. G. FRASER: Agents will aceept
service gn hebhalf of owners. *

The Chief Seeretary: They will not do
that,

Hon. E. H. Gray: But they do.

Hon. G, FRASER: What about the rate
notices? In the case of absentee owners, they
are served on the agents who see that the
rates are paid and generally look ofter the
interests of the owners.

The Chief Secretary: Tf the rates are not
paid, they attach to the land.

Hon. G. FRASER : That is so.

The Chief Secretary: There is nothing in
the Bill to say that the ecost of this work
will attach to the land.

Hon. G. FRASER: The agent sces that
the rates arve paid. He has certain powers
respecting the property and does what is
necessary from the owner's point of view.
The object of the Bill is to ensure that the
rlectrieal installations are safe. No harm
will be done to the genuine landlord who will
see that such matters are attended to.

The Chiel Secretary: But the notices are
to be served on the owner, not on the agent.

Hon, G. FRASER: Muny such small diffi-
culties ean be easily overcome. If the Bill

[COUNCIL.]

is agreed to, there will be no trouble abont
serving notices on owners, The tenants will
help in that respeet, particularly if the
electrical installation is dangerous. There
are many old houses in the metropolitan
area that were wired many years ago, If
an inspector were to walk into such places,
the installations would he condemned straight
away.

The Chief Secretary: This will not apply
to those people,

Hon. G. FRASER : It will, if the electrical
equipment is in a dangerous condition.
Surely no member would suggest that defee-
tive electrical instellations should be per-
mitted to remain. Al the Bill sets out to do
is to give the Electricity Commission power
to order work to be done when the electrical
equipment is in a dangerous condition,
The good landlord will look after such mat-
ters himself. Only the bad landlord will be
affected, and I am surprised that some mem-
hers would put up a case on such a person’s
behalf,

On wmotion by Hen. H. Hearn,
adjourned.

debate

House adjourned at 9.35 p.m.



